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SUBJECT: PROPOSED TRAVEL OF TOM SEMLER 
REF : STATE 229788 

1. AS DEPT NOTED, I HAVE SOME RESERVATIONS ABOUT SEMLER'S 
PROPOSAL. FUNDAMENTALLY, THERE IS CONSIDERABLE BASEBALL PLAYED 
HERE IN ORGANIZED (A LA DOMINICANA) FASHION-BIG LEAGUES, MIDDLE- 
SIZED LEAGUES AND LITTLE LEAGUES. THE ESSENTIAL QUESTION IS 

HOW CAN US INTEREST BEST BE SERVED THROUGH THIS ACTIVITY THE 
TWO CULTURES HAVE IN COMMON, GIVEN LIMITED US RESOURCES. I 
BELIEVE THAT MORE CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH INTERNATIONAL 
EXCHANGE (IN BOTH DIRECTIONS) THAN THROUGH ORGANIZING SOME 
MAMMOUTH TOURNAMENT NATIONALLY IN A SPORT THAT IS DOING RATHER 
WELL ON ITS OWN. SEMLER AND WE COULD PROBABLY HELP ORGANIZE 
THINGS BETTER IN THE DOMINICAN BASEBALL WORLD, BUT I QUESTION 
WHETHER THE EFFORT AND MONEY INVOLVED WOULD BE AS PRODUCTIVE 
AS THE SAME RESOURCES DEVOTED TO INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE. 

2. NONETHELESS, SEMLER (WHO I HAVE NOT MET PERSONALLY) SEEMS 
TO BE AN ASSET WORTH CULTIVATING AND THERE IS MUCH TO BE DONE 
IN THE SPORTS FIELD. CONSEQUENTLY, I DO NOT WISH TO DISCOURAGE 
HIM ENTIRELY. I WOULD SUGGEST THEREFORE THAT SEMLER'S ENTHUSIASM 
BE TESTED BY ENCOURAGING HIM TO COME TO THE DOMREP AT HIS OWN 
EXPENSE WHERE I SHALL BE PLEASED TO RECEIVE HIM TO DISCUSS HIS 
PLANS. I DO NOT RPT NOT THINK HIS PROJECT AS CURRENTLY CONCEIVED 
WARRANTS ANY US FUNDING (INCLUDING HIS TRIP) UNTIL HE AND I 

HAVE TALKED. I AM ALSO A BIT UNEASY FRANKLY ABOUT ENTHUSIASTS 
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THIS LITTLE COUNTRY. MY ADVISE THEREFORE IS THAT WE GO SLOW 
UNTIL A MUTUALLY AGREED SPORTS PROGRAM IS FORMULATED. 
HURWITCH 
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